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DEVELOPMENT POLICY IN THE CARIBBEAN

THURSDAY, JULY 28, 1988

Housk or REPRESENTATIVES, COoMMITTEE ON FOREIGN Ap-
FAIRS, SuBcCOMMITTEES ON HUMAN RIGHTS AND INTER-
NATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS, INTERNATIONAL EcoNoMic
Poricy AND TRADE, AND ON WESTERN HEMISPHERE

AFFAIRS,
Washington, DC.

The subcommittees met, at 10:00 a.m., in room 2255, Rayburn
House Office Building, Hon. George W. Crockett, Jr. [Chairman of
the Subcommittee] presiding.

Mr. CrockerT. The Subcommittee on Human Rights and Interna-
tional izations and the Subcommittee on Western Hemi-
sphere Affairs will come to order. .

Our two subcommittees meet this morning for the first in a
series of hearings on development policy in the Caribbean. The
focal point for these hearings is H.R. 4943, a bill that I have intro-

along with several cosponsors, including the Chairman of the
Foreign Affairs Committee. The bill has been referred to our two
subcommittees, and also to the Subcommittee on International Eco-
nomic Policy and Trade, whose Chairman, the Honorable Don
Bonker, is an original cosponsor.

That Subcommittee was not able to join us today because it is
holding a joint hearing with another subcommittee at this time,
but it will join us for subsequent hearings.

BILL IS THE RESULT OF CONSULTATIONS

The bill and the brief description of it in the Congressional
Record has been made available to all Members of the Subcommit-
tee. The bill was nearly a year in drafting. It is principally the
Eroduct of two consultations that the Subcommittee on Western

emisphere Affairs and the Subcommittee on International Eco-
nomic Policy and Trade co-sponsored in Barbados in September
1987 and February 1988 with a broad cross section of Caribbean
Government and society. Members also have before them a report
of the first of those consultations; the second report is still in prep-
aration.

I would like to summarize the results of those two consultations
very briefly. First, the people of the Caribbean have been disap-
pointed in the Caribbean Basin Initiative, and they strongly su
gort the improvements in the CBI that would be made H.R.

101, sometimes referred to as the “Gibbons bill”, or “CBI Ii." Nu-
merous suggestions for improvements in the Gibbons bill were
made during our Barbados meetings, and they have been conveyed
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tion and CARICOM, and put Caribbeai® counmel in compe-
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and, not simply because it is just but alto because women
underpin our productive and social systems, Yet, women and their
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mecommic problems that were not of their doing—that are
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Orockcu b!ll makes it clear that women and other vulnera-
ps khould not be made to suffer the consequences of exter-
mlg‘m ullnumem. programs and that our aid should serve
eir increased control over their awn lives and in-
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I understand that the Foreign Affairs Committee is presently un-

ing a major assessment of foreign aid legislation with a view

of making some changes in the new year. My colleagues at the De-

velopment GAP agree that changes, indeed, some very fundamen-

tal ¢ are needed, and the organization has developed a set

of_mposals that it has begun sharing with Members of the com-
mi

At the same time, we cannot think of anything that sets a better
tone and direction for the committee’s work than the bill that we

are .
The strength of this bill is in its genesis. It did not originate from
an abstract theory of a development “think tank,” nor from any
Rath m?tm&“' ts of what can best be described
ho m two sets of what can best i
-. | hearings in the Caribbean, at which the view of every-
A representatives of small farmers’ associations to the presi-
Laribbean Development Bank were heard by the con-

peess that con‘lld have y;elded a bill that is
Umstances an ngedso the reginn.
he Caribbean thank you.




