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Over the past few years, NGOs and other observers across the
Third World have noted the deteriorating condition of life among

the poor populations of their respective countries. There are
estimates that in some parts of the world these conditions have
reverted to the 1level of the early 1960s. In Africa, this

economic and social crisis has included a serious famine in
certain areas which has caused many to reflect wupon the
underlying factors that have made the continent wvulnerable to
such suffering.

Despite their relatively small numbers and more recent
origin relative to their counterparts in Latin America and Asia,
African NGOs have played an increasingly important role in
analyzing, from both a grassroots and historical perspective, the
failures of the development process on the continent. To the
voices of important academics, government and other African
officials, and spokespersons from individual non-governmental
organizations has been added the clear articulation of views from
new networks of NGOs =-- religious, secular and environmental in
nature. While individual churches and church councils, as well
as the All-African Conference of Churches, have spoken out
through the years on important issues, the Church
Drought/Development Action in Africa (CDAA) network of Protestant
and Catholic churches last year completed a significant, multi-
country study of the root causes of the crisis. At the same
time, a new network of African secular NGOs was developing,
stimulated by their members’ participation at the United Nations
Special Session on Africa in 1986 and formalized in a new
coalition, The Forum of African Voluntary Development
Organizations (FAVDO), in Dakar last month.

The Views of African NGO Networks

Without excusing the failures of their own governments in
the post-independence period, these networks have set forth an
analysis of the factors that have made progress extremely
difficult over the past 25 vyears. Some of these relate to
international capital flows, terms of trade and the practices of
transnational corporations, as well as the militarization of
parts of the continent and the activities of northern powers in
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